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� � �  'Sister Mary Ignatius 
Explains It All to You'  with members of the Old 
Town Actors Studio performing excerpts from their 
upcoming production by playwright Christopher 
Durang.  It is a comic play about serious issues 
such as faith, authority, sin, compassion, and 
sexuality. The off-Broadway hit presents the 
interaction of an old-style nun, Sister Mary Ignatius, 
and four of her former students, all of whom have 
come to question Sister Mary’s teachings. Director 
Sherri Dienstfrey says that while the play is based 
on Durang’s Catholic upbringing, the questions it 
raises are relevant to people of all beliefs. After the 
performance, the actors will discuss some of their 
own thoughts about the characters and members of 
the Fellowship will have a chance to ask questions 
about the play and its implications. Sister Mary will 
be played by Diana Potter; other cast members 
include Derek Gregerson, Joe B. Haney, and 
Lauren Bernal. The play is not appropriate for 
young children;  the performance will not begin 
until after children go to RE. 
�
��������
�	� ��
� ����������
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.    

PUUF will host the Portneuf Valley Interfaith 
Fellowship’s Martin Luther King, Jr., Worship 
Service honoring America’s religious diversity. 
The service will replace our usual worship 
service. Readings and music will be provided 
by the many faith communities who participate 
in PVIF, including our own. 
Nursery care will be provided but there will be 
no children’s religious education during the 
service. Rather than our usual potluck, we will 
provide a “linger longer” opportunity after the 
service for attendees to chat. Please bring a 
dozen cookies for that part of the event.   
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Festival of Lights  
 
Many thanks are due Melinda Jahsman for 
coordinating the Festival of Lights this year. It 
is a very full job at a busy time of year, and 
even though Melinda had many helpers she 
was the one to whom everyone turned for 
direction. Next time you see Melinda, give her 
a hug and thank her for the new ideas and 
hard work that made Festival of Lights 2008 a 
joyful ceremony.  
�

�
Message from the President….. 
 
 What does it mean to be a member of a 
liberal religious group? One of our visitors 
asked this question after a worship service last 
autumn. Unitarian Universalists enjoy looking 
up the words we use, often motivated to get 
back to the root meanings and retrieve a 
religious vocabulary that we can use honestly. 
Worship derives from a root meaning to value, 
for example, and the root for heresy means 
choice.  But with the word liberal we need not 
look back to ancient word roots so much as to 
historical usage during the period of 
Enlightenment in England and North America, 
the 18th century. During that time the word 
liberal was used, according to the Oxford 
English Dictionary, to mean “free from narrow 
prejudice, open-minded, candid.”  Somewhat 
later the political meaning, favoring 
constitutional change, was added to the word. 
That additional twist has led to the potential 
confusion between religious liberal and political 
liberal.   
If you are a religious liberal you are open-
minded about religion; probably you are 
uneasy with narrow dogma and prefer an 
organizational structure that is democratic 
rather than delivered, hierarchically, from the 
top of the organization. If you are a political 
liberal you are comfortable with the idea of 
reforming governmental structures, laws, and 
constitutions. Today I think we tend to use the 
term progressive for a similar stance, in 

reaction to the way politicians have tarred the 
word liberal as negative.  
It is possible to be a religious liberal without 
being a political liberal, or to be a political 
liberal without being a religious liberal. It is 
possible to be both; it is possible to be neither. 
I like to think of these positions as ranges on a 
continuum. Instead of the usual left-to-right 
scale, let’s imagine ourselves at different 
elevations. On the ground is someone who 
finds comfort in a dogma that is unchanging 
and is provided by religious authorities outside 
of the local community and who feels that 
governmental structures should be constant 
and consistent over time—an unquestioning 
conserver of tradition.  The extreme liberal, 
then, is up in the stratosphere: someone who 
open-mindedly is able to feel comfortable living 
in a community of diverse religious ideas and 
who embraces the idea of political reforms—a 
change junky. There are few out-and-out 
change junkies or unquestioning conservers of 
tradition among UUs. Most of us would place 
ourselves, perhaps, in the upper half of my 
continuum. That is, the liberal religious open-
mindedness that we strive for spurs us to 
consider that some governmental reforms may 
be necessary in areas such as gay-lesbian-
bisexual-transgender rights. I like to think that I 
inhabit the higher side of the continuum that I 
am able to embrace change, but I have to 
admit that change is a bit scary at times like 
December 2008, with the economy in a 
tailspin. I need some grounding, the comfort of 
traditions like the Festival of Lights to pull me 
down to the base of the continuum even in my 
religious observances. Festival of Lights makes 
me realize that a tendency to conserve is part 
of human nature.   
As we move into 2009 we will be encountering 
changes on the international, national, 
regional, and local scenes that may shake us 
up. A liberal religion offers little in the way of 
stable dogma to comfort us. What it does offer 
is a tendency to be forward-looking, the 
courage of broadmindedness and open-
mindedness, and the ability to be candid, 
through which we can imagine our way upward 
into the future.  
    Jennifer Attebery, President 
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Received at the PUUF Office:  
 
Thank-you card from Carol Stirling, on behalf 
of the UCC: “Jennifer and PUUF members, 
Thanks for helping to sponsor the Alternative 
Gift Market/10,000 Villages. It was such a 
success and worthwhile community event. It 
was a joy working together as congregations to 
make a better world. Carol Stirling, Co-Chair” 
 
Christmas card from Stewardship and 
Development, UUA, from Rev. Stephan Papa: 
“with gratitude for your participation in 
Association Sunday.” 
 
From Stan Kidder, Mountain Desert District 
UUA Annual Program Fund Chair: “Thank you 
very much for pledging your Full Fair Share to 
the UUA Annual Program Fund for fiscal year 
2009.” 
 

PUUF Fellowship Circle Welcomes 
New Members 

 
This ongoing group formed in 2002 and many 
folks have cycled in and out of the group over 
the years.  New members, old members, and 
non members are welcome.  It’s a great way to 
get to know and interact with other UUs (and 
like-minded people) on a level that is not 
possible at the PUUF bi-monthly services and 
potlucks.  We meet at 7:30 p.m. on 2nd and 4th 
Mondays of the month at a member’s home.  
 
A typical meeting lasts about 2 hours and 
normally includes chalice lighting with an 
opening reading, a five minute meditation, 
check-in, discussion, and closing words.  
Group members agree to maintain 
confidentiality and to listen attentively and 
respectfully.  Although members often find 
comfort and support within the group, it is not a 
“therapy” group. 
 
As a focus the group has often chosen books 
that can be read and discussed several 
chapters at a time.  Titles have included 
Everyday Spiritual Practice, edited by Scot 
Alexander, Victor Frankl’s Man’s Search for 

Meaning, Authentic Happiness by Martin 
Seligman, and Global Values 101.  We are 
open to new ideas and suggestions. 
 
For more information contact Mary Eng, Jim 
Mariani, or Irene Nautch. 
 

SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 
 
 Small Group Ministry (AKA Fellowship 
Circles, Covenant Groups) was introduced to 
PUUF in 2002 during a congregational retreat 
lead by the Reverends Michael Corrigan and 
Joan Van Becelaere.  It was explained that 
Evangelical meta-churches (meta = 
metamorphosis) have long used small groups 
as a way to promote growth and still preserve 
the intimacy and connection that members 
needed and that UUs began experimenting 
with the model in the late 1990’s.   
 These small groups of up to 10 people or 
so meet once or twice a month outside of 
church times at a place convenient to 
members.  The following basic format for 
meetings is suggested, although not written in 
stone:  opening words, check-in, discussion, 
and selection of next topic and meeting place, 
feedback, closing words. 
 The groups can be ongoing or session-
limited.  The session limited groups are often 
created around a specific topic and those who 
sign up commit to attending most of the 
meetings.  The ongoing groups, perhaps form 
around a specific topic, but often evolve/morph 
over time and membership can wax and wane.  
Groups may form based on neighborhood 
proximity; life circumstances, e.g. parents, 
singles; or just the ability to meet at the same 
time.   For groups that might not want to “read 
a book” or commit to one focus there are many 
session outlines available that provide opening 
and closing readings, and a topic for 
discussion.  In all groups members covenant to 
listen respectfully and maintain confidentiality.  
Members can pass on the check in or any 
aspect of the discussion. 

According to Rev. Dr. M'ellen Kennedy, 
one of the co-coordinators of the Unitarian  
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Universalist (UU) Small Group Ministry 
Network, "the purpose of small group ministry 
is to connect with others, to be with people who 
want to talk about what really matters, what is 
in their hearts.”  
 She explains that there are three essential 
elements for any small group: 1)Each must 
offer service to the congregation because 
these are not private clubs, they're part of the 
ministry of the whole congregation  2) All 
groups should abide by a set of ground rules 
which explain how members of each small 
group will treat each other.  3) Each small 
group welcomes new members.  
(/www.uua.org/events/generalassembly/2007/c
hoicesthat/30870.shtml ) 
 There is a wealth of information about 
covenant groups on the UUA website.  
www.smallgroupministry.net is also a good 
starting point.           By Mary Eng 
 

Albertsons Fund Raiser  
 
     During the last fiscal year, PUUF received 
almost $300 through the Albertsons 
Community Partners Program.  Albertsons 
mails us a check for a percentage of purchases 
by people with Albertsons Preferred Savings 
Cards linked to PUUF. 
     For us to continue receiving this funding 
after March 1, cards must be linked or re-linked 
to PUUF no later than February 28, 2009 .  
Instructions for linking a card are as follows: 
 
1.  Go to www.albertsonscp.com 
2.  Enter your Preferred Savings Card Number. 
     If you do not know your Preferred Savings 
 Card Number, please call (877) 932-7948. 
3.  Enter the PUUF Organization ID# 
 49000119927. 
If you do not have internet access, but wish to 
link your card to PUUF, please write your card 
number down for Don Allen.  I will be happy to 
link your card for you. 
     We do not endorse shopping at any 
particular business. If you do shop at 
Albertsons, this is a painless way to support 
PUUF. 
 
 

     Thank you for your support, and we hope 
that you will take a minute to link your card so 
we may continue this fund raiser. 
 

Report on the Treasury 
 
     Income exceeded expenses for the first half 
of the fiscal year, July through December.  
Thank you to all who have contributed to our 
financial stability.   Expenses for ministry will 
be higher for the second half of the year 
because we will pay for ministers traveling 
farther to visit us.  We still plan to finish the 
year drawing little or no money from our 
reserves.  For anyone interested in more detail 
on our financial records, you may read the 
monthly reports attached to the Board minutes, 
or you may ask Don Allen to send you a copy. 
     The second service of January will be 
conducted by the Portneuf Valley Interfaith 
Council to celebrate Martin Luther King Day.  
They will receive the offering from that service.  
We will have a basket available for anyone 
who wants to deliver a pledge payment or 
other donation expressly for PUUF. 
     Statements of giving for calendar year 2008 
will be delivered or mailed during the first half 
of January.  Please check these statements for 
accuracy and completeness, especially 
because we are combining records from two 
treasurers. 
     If you have any in-kind donations which you 
would like credited on these statements, 
please deliver copies of the receipts along with 
the in-kind donation form to Don Allen as soon 
as convenient.  (In-kind donations are 
purchases of materials, supplies or services on 
behalf of PUUF for which the donor does not 
wish to be reimbursed.  These donations can 
be tax-deductible with appropriate 
documentation.) 
   Respectfully submitted, 
   Don Allen, Treasurer 
 

UCC Newsletter 
     Check out photographs of UU folks in the 
December Pocatello Pilgrim, the UCC 
newsletter. From work days see Jeff Shelton 
(twice!) and Don Allen.  Pictured from Ten 
Thousand Villages is Cathleen Tarp . 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
Our Dec. 7 service included a New 

Member Ceremony. Jennifer Attebery, 
President welcomed four new members 

to our fellowship! 
We are excited to welcome: 

Steve Lawyer 
Mark Neiwirth 

Erin Rasmussen 
Kim Smith 

 


�������������������
KEEP THE COINS COMING!   

You and your family are encouraged to put 
spare change in the box at each meal, as if 
there was a guest at your table!   

Beginning the first service 
in Dec. and running through 
the 2nd service in January, 
members and friends have an 
opportunity to contribute to 
the good work the UU Service 
Committee does here and abroad.   
 
This symbolic gesture represents those who 
can't feed themselves due to poverty, disease, 
war, etc.  At the end of the drive, write a check 
to the UUSC and bring it to a PUUF service.  
We'll pass it along.  You'll feel good about it, 
guaranteed!! 
   Jim Mariani, GAYT coordinator 
 
 
Brief summary of the board's 
business on Dec. 7: 
  
At its Dec. 7, 2008, meeting the PUUF Board 
began plans for recruiting a Nominating 
Committee and Rummage Sale Committee. It 
was decided to purchase a projector for use by 
Adult RE and other PUUF programming. There 
was preliminary discussion of part-time 
professional ministry and it was agreed to take 
this issue individually to members during the 
spring canvass campaign. Members desiring  

 
more information about board business may 
contact Jennifer Attebery: 
President@Pocatellouu.org. 
 

Call to Get Involved  
To get involved with PUUF’s work, join one 

of the committees. All of our committees could 
use more members, but three have particular 
need: Caring, Social Action, and Kitchen. To 
volunteer, contact the committee chair or board 
liaison. .  
Caring Committee: Mary Eng, chair; board 

liaison Jim Mariani 
Social Action Committee: no chair; board 
 liaison Jim Mariani 
Kitchen Committee: Lillian Moore, chair; board 
 liaison Jeff Shelton 
Worship Service Committee: Muriel Roberts, 

chair; board liaison Cathleen Tarp 
Children's RE Committee: Janen Wright, chair; 

board liaison Garrett Reynolds 
Membership Committee: Richard Feuerborn, 

chair; board liaison Jeff Shelton 
 
 

Adult Religious 
Exploration:  ARE 

 
 ARE will meet January 11 
and 25, 2009 in the Chapel of 
the UCC building from 4-
6pm.  On January 11th we will 
finish viewing the DVD:  
Heaven, Beyond the Gate.  It's an interesting 
DVD, and should provoke lots of discussion.  
We haven't completed our readings and 
discussion of "Understanding the Bible."  

 When I return to Pocatello, I'll send out an 
email with information on the readings.  Those 
who are not on the ARE email list should check 
the PUUF website, or contact me.  I also need 
to know if anyone will need childcare during 
ARE. 
Happy 2009! 
  Sondra Dunkle, ARE Coordinator. 
�������
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ALL IN THE FAMILY… The incredible 
snowstorms we have witnessed recently 
prompted Anna, our beloved email wrangler to 
suggest printing some stories of how we all 
were able to deal with the snowiest of 
Christmas days!  Following are the responses I 
received by email to this query. 
 
I had planned to go 
snowshoeing, but due to roads, 
and exhaustion from 
shoveling, put that plan off 
until the next day, and just 
stayed home and relaxed there 
instead.      Pete 
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Richard and Valez said all 4 grandchildren were 
visiting that day. But there was sadness too when 
their son’s brother-in-law passed away suddenly. 
His memorial service was the day after Christmas.  
 

In the best snowman snow of the season, on 
Christmas Day, I built the biggest snowman I 
have ever made.  (And, I have built a lot of 
snowmen!)  The second ball was so big, I had 
to get the help of my neighbor to set it on top. 
He had big blue Christmas Ball eyes, a long 
carrot nose, carrot teeth, and Ponderosa Pine 
mustache.   Muriel 
 
Cathleen Tarp and Don Allen visited Cathleen’s 
mother and father in Boise.  They helped Cathleen’s 
mother set up a pink-lighted Christmas tree.  The 
worst travel conditions of the trip were the slick 
roads and blowing snow as Don sought the Boise 
UU church on Christmas Eve. 
 
And this was received from faraway friends, 
the Knox’s who recently moved to Minnesota: 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all in 
Pocatello! 
After the snowiest December in Mankato's recorded 
weather, we had sub-zero temps to start the 
Christmas week then low 40s at the end.  Most 
importantly, our whole family, 4 generations, was 
here for Christmas dinner and a couple days after.  
Granddaughter Zo is a charmer most of the time.  3 
cars may have met their end during the week: one to 
a herd of deer in Wisconsin, one probably to leaky 
head gasket, and one to dementia. Very nice 
Lessons and Carols candlelight Christmas Eve 
Service at UU. 
    John & Karen Knox 
 

GETTING TO KNOW OUR FRIENDS:  
GLENN & LEAH LARSEN & FAMILY 

Editor’s note:  The Larsen’s have been 
attending PUUF services consistently for a 
while now, so I asked Leah if she would submit 
a biography for the newsletter so we would 
learn a little more about them!  Thanks Leah! 
 
 Glenn & Leah Larsen have been together 
for 16 wonderful years~! Glenn is a Pocatello 
Native, while Leah was born in Ohio but had 
family in New England. She moved to Florida 
in High School. The weather was better for her 
mom’s arthritis. Leah got her teaching 
certification at Nova University, and went to 
nursing school in South Florida.   
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 Leah met Glenn in California where he was 
in the Military, then moved to Washington 
State.  After being friends for many years they 
realized they were destined to be much more 
than friends.  They both brought children to the 
union from prior marriages. Glenn had a 
daughter and a son, both of whom are grown 
and Leah had Casey.  Together 10 years ago 
Erin joined us.  When Glenn was released from 
the military he moved back to Pocatello where 
he attended ISU and received his BS in 
Electrical Engineering with a minor degree in 
Computer Sciences.  
 God truly had a sense of humor with them 
both. Leah had a formal Jewish upbringing 
graduating from a Hebrew school.  Before 
attending various classes at college on world 
religions, Glenn had a LDS upbringing and 
attended seminary.  With so many faiths in the 
combined families and so much spiritual 
teaching shared between the two, the spiritual 
path has been a beautiful thing for them.  They 
both met His Holiness -The Dali Lama a few 
years ago, and are both members of the 
Rosicrucian Order (a Spiritual and Mystic 
organization that works to better Humanity) 
and were initiated in the Grand Temple in San 
Jose California.   
 So now we go on learning and exploring... 
We came to PUUF here in Pocatello because 
we wanted someplace for our son where we 
could go and meet like minded people and give 
him a religious upbringing without having to un-
teach him a bunch of dogma we don't believe 
in.  Leah had attended the Unitarian Fellowship 
in Oakland California so it seemed like a good 
thing to explore here. 

 
BOARD BUSINESS 

PUUF Board Meeting Summary  
(Nov. 9, 2008) 
Submitted by Lynn Leonard, Secretary 
Approved: Dec. 14, 2008/All present.  
Old Business  
(1) Minutes for Oct. 12, 
2008 Board Meeting 
were approved. (2) The 
Treasurer's report for 
October was also 
accepted. (3) The 

Board approved the rental of a deposit box at 
ISU's Credit Union for $12.00 annually, and 
decided who will have access to it. (4) A 
payment proposal for newsletter and program 
insert has been approved, pending review by a 
volunteer lawyer in the Fellowship. (5) The Ad 
Hoc Committee on Fiscal Policy was asked to 
write up policy statements for the PUUF 
Handbook on internal/external audits; (6) 
additional considerations are: length of 
retention before shredding documents, official 
offertory counting protocol policy, 
confidentiality concerns if a non board and 
board member count and record money 
collected in plate donation; use of interest from 
Fellowship CDs and accounts for operating 
expenses if needed.   
Committee Reports:   
Social Action : (1) SAC was asked to submit a 
policy to decide who receives cash from the 
collection plate.  The Treasurer was asked to 
assemble a report answering the question:  Do 
people donate more when they know the 
destination of the funds? (2) SAC reports that a 
Green Sanctuary Project is too inward; they 
seek a more community oriented goal, like 
clean air and water issues, and green jobs. (3) 
For the Bible Tells Me So was attended by 80 
Uus, UCC members and ISU students; 
discussions were led by Brian Attebery and 
Steve Lawyer. (4) A strategy to recruit more 
volunteers, if needed was developed for the 
Alternative Gift Market. (5) Cathleen Tarp & 
Don Allan will participate in the Aid for Friends 
Encampment (Dec. 6 & 7); pledges were 
requested; a UU sign will be placed on their 
tent to indicate PUUF involvement.   
Worship Committee:  (1) Sunday, January 4 
the service features Christopher Duran's one 
act play “Sister Mary Ignatius Explains All” 
performed by the Old Town Actors' Studio 
ensemble, followed by discussion. (2) 
Correspondence continues with Rev Halloran 
and Rev Corrigan on services and 
consultations. (3) A new microphone has been 
acquired; should be held close to the mouth.  
Adult RE-  The Board asked the liaison to 
encourage topic selections beyond Christianity.  
Kitchen and Potluck Committee    A 
Fellowship member requested changing the 
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Potluck to an appetizer hour once a month; 
families with children have great pressure 
getting everyone ready for church, plus making 
a pot luck dish. The Board suggested potluck 
partners who bring a cooperative dish (with 
larger portions to share). More discussion is 
needed.  
 
Membership Committee's  “ New UU” series 
will be led by Janen Wright and Jennifer 
Attebery ( Nov. 12, 19, Dec. 3).  
Communications Committee   The President 
requested that the Vision Quest statement be 
posted on the Website. The suggestion to have 
UU Youth participate through Blogs is under 
consideration but the Chair observed that blogs 
and chat rooms take constant monitoring, and 
review before posting. High Speed Wireless is 
in place. 
Caring Committee:   Twelve people attended 
the October Caring Workshop. The resource 
notebook compiled by presenter Rev. Lyn 
Cameron was given to chairperson, Mary Eng.  
Other Business 
Board Goals: The 2008-2009 Board Goals 
are:  Fiscal Policy Clarifications, Reinstituting a 
Canvass and Fellowship Input Survey, Board 
Covenant Development, Fellowship Social 
Action, Consulting Ministers' Workshops, 
focusing on committees and larger fellowship 
inclusion, Children's RE. New goals should be 
determined each spring after election of new 
officers.  
 

The PUUF Board meets next on January 11 
at 2:30 p.m. in the PUUF office. Agenda 
items are due to Jennifer Attebery by 
midnight January 5.  
 

 
 1st Friday Coffeehouse 
  Featuring:   Steelhead Redd 
   January 2, 7:30 pm 
Ring in the New Year right! Come and listen to 
Steelhead Redd.  Music will start at 7:30 pm at 
First Congregational UCC, 309 N Garfield, in 
beautiful old town Pocatello.  Refreshments will 
be available for purchase.  The $4 per person 
at the door helps support Cedar Health Center 

and First Friday music programming.  You 
can’t beat the music and you can’t beat the 
listening environment, so take a break from the 
hectic holidays and come out and enjoy Bob, 
Steve, & the gang at the ORIGINAL First 
Friday Coffeehouse. 

 
Save the Dates 

Two inspiring Mountain Desert District UU 
ministers and a superb lay musician, all of 
whom Jennifer and Stina met at Leadership 
School last summer, are coming to Pocatello in 
February and April. Circle these dates on your 
calendar. 
 
Feb. 1 – workshop on understanding and 
nurturing healthy lay leadership styles with 
Rev. Jann Halloran; followed by a related 
worship service with Rev. Halloran 
March 1 – worship on stewardship with Rev. 
Lyn Cameron; followed by related worship 
service with Rev. Cameron 
April 4  (Saturday) – all-fellowship workshop on 
the values of lay and professional ministry with 
Rev. Michael Corrigon; pastoral care available 
and a worship service led by Rev. Corrigon on 
Sunday, April 5 
May 3 – workshop and worship service with 
Rev. Lyn Cameron, topic to be announced 
 
An Important Date in the Spring  
The PUUF Re-Use-It Rummage Sale is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 18 , in the UCC 
gym. It is not too early to be setting aside items 
for the sale. Please also set aside the dates. 
We’ll need workers on Friday evening and 
throughout the day on Saturday. More 
information will be available from the PUUF 
Board as plans develop. 
 

PUUF Office Hours 
The PUUF office is open Saturdays 9-11 a.m. 
unless there is a service in the sanctuary. 

 
 
Everyone Has the Right to a Safe and 

Dignified Life  
 In powerful affirmation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 66 nations at the UN 
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General Assembly on December 18 supported a 
statement that international human rights 
protections include sexual orientation and gender 
identity. It is the first time ever that a statement 
condemning rights abuses against lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender people has been 
presented in the General Assembly. 
 A cross-regional group of states coordinated 
the drafting, including, in addition to Argentina, 
which read the statement before the General 
Assembly, Brazil, Croatia, France, Gabon, Japan, 
the Netherlands, and Norway. 
 The 66 countries reaffirmed "the principle of 
non-discrimination, which requires that human 
rights apply equally to every human being 
regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. 
They specifically condemned killings, torture, 
arbitrary arrest, and "deprivation of economic, and 
social and cultural rights, including the right to 
health. They urged all nations to "promote and 
protect human rights of all persons, regardless of 
sexual orientation and gender identity, and to end 
all criminal penalties against people because of 
their sexual orientation or gender identity. 
 Nearly 90 countries have laws against 
consensual sex between adults of the same gender 
and, laws aside, abuse is widespread. For 
example: 
+ In the United States , Amnesty International has 
documented serious patterns of police abuse 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
people, including incidents amounting to torture. 
The U.S. refused to sign the statement. 
+ In Egypt , Human Rights Watch documented a 
2001-2004 crackdown on men suspected of 
homosexual conduct between, in which perhaps 
thousands were arrested and tortured. Egypt 
actively opposed the statement. 
+ The International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission has documented how, in many 
African countries , sodomy laws and prejudice 
deny rights protections to Africans engaged in 
same-sex practices amid the HIV/AIDS pandemic - 
and can actually criminalize outreach to affected 
groups. 
 The signatories overcame intense opposition 
from governments that regularly try to block UN 
attention to violations based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity, but only 57 states signed an 
alternative text promoted by the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference. While affirming the "principles 
of non-discrimination and equality, they claimed 
that universal human rights did not include "the 
attempt to focus on the rights of certain persons. 
Initial opposition by the Holy See such sparked 

severe criticism that, in a reversal, it also called for 
repeal of criminal penalties for homosexual 
conduct. 
 Navanetham Pillay, UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, strongly supported the statement. In 
a videotaped message, she cited South Africa's 
1996 decision to protect sexual orientation in its 
Constitution. She pointed to the "task and 
challenge to move beyond a debate on whether all 
human beings have rights, to "secure the climate 
for implementation.  
 Although this is the first statement on the 
subject to come before the General Assembly, the 
UN's Human Rights Committee, treaty bodies, and 
individual experts for at least 15 years have acted 
against abuses that target lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender people, including killings, torture, 
rape, violence, disappearances, and discrimination 
in many areas of life. 
 The statement is non-binding, but restates 
what UN human rights bodies have said repeatedly: 
no one should face rights violations because of 
their sexual orientation and gender identity. 
The Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office 
promotes the goal of world community with peace, 
liberty and justice for all, as reflected in the United 
Nations Charter. Through targeted education, 
advocacy and outreach, we engage Unitarian 
Universalists in support of international cooperation 
and the work of the United Nations. 
 
The Church of the Larger Fellowship (CLF)  
is a UU church via mail, email, and internet.  Our 
mission is to provide a UU ministry to isolated 
religious liberals.  Did you know that we have over 
3,000 members all over the world?   
 We're trying a new experiment at the CLF:  
getting free money.  If you're buying merchandise 
online of the sort sold through Amazon.com, please 
consider going to the CLF homepage, 
www.clfuu.org, and click on the Amazon.com  
button that you'll find on the right hand side.  
Whenever you buy a book or snow blower or banjo 
or Bon Appétit subscription or karabiners or 
marshmallow shooter or gluten free brownie mix or 
Alvin and the Chipmunks video or hoop earrings or 
microscope or Kindle--or whatever else--please go 
through the CLF site to Amazon.  The CLF will get 
some money by virtue of your purchase. 
 Please forward this information to your friends, 
family, neighbors, colleagues, and anyone else you 
can think of! 
  Beth Murray, CLF   617-948-6150 
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